
Starting Out with Storytelling:
Media Production Resources

360º



What Media Commons Does



What Media Commons Does

Media Commons provides tailored support for students producing video 
and audio projects in non film and communications courses.

Consultants work with faculty to develop assignments and deliverables –
as well as an in-person and remote training and support schedule.
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Exploring New Territory

What is 360° Video?



Exploring New Territory

360° Video is video that is recorded from all directions at once, usually 
using an omnidirectional camera or synced multiple cameras

During playback, the viewer has total control of the viewing direction



Exploring New Territory

360° Video ≠ Virtual Reality



Exploring New Territory

Virtual Reality
• Interactive, computer-generated environment
• Requires advanced expensive equipment (high-end computers, headsets)
• Creating VR requires advanced skills in modeling, coding, texturing and more

360° Video
• Immersive, real-world recording
• Less expensive in terms of resource and technologies
• Skills required are accessible to most students and faculty
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IMEX Lab
University Park, Fall 2017
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Focus on Storyboarding

Storyboards help students plan out what they are going to show to their 
audience in addition to the information that they are going to tell them

Serve as a visual road map or recipe for the project, which is especially useful 
in a group setting

Are an excellent early deliverable to help ensure that students are working –
and working well together

For 360º video, storyboards help plan the viewer’s experience and illuminate 
what means of guiding this will be necessary
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Example #2

arrows indicate 
intended viewer motion

actions detail content 
to be found by looking 
right vs left



Example #2



Activity



Your Assignment

In small groups of 4 or 5, work together to brainstorm and storyboard a 360°
video idea using this prompt:

Create an immersive 360° video that demonstrates a foundational concept 
from your discipline as if you were a student. Pay special consideration to the 
full range of video available to you to tell your story.

Remember:  A 360° video is immersive but not interactive and encourages the 
audience to explore but also seeks ways to direct attention.
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Next Steps

Let’s talk about your assignment ideas and schedule for the Fall



Project Timeline

Week 1 Week 16

Assignment 
Introduced

Final Video 
Assessed



Project Timeline

Week 2

Media Commons 
Overview

-
available resources

storyboarding
video production tips

360º gear intro
copyright



Project Timeline

Week 5

Storyboards Due / 
Review Sessions

-
In-person or remote

opportunity for group 
to discuss their plan 

and to receive 
feedback



Project Timeline

Week 10

Editing Training
-

In-person session on 
using Premier, related

plugins to produce 
an effective 360º 
video narrative



Project Timeline

Week 12

Rough Draft 
Review

-
drafts uploaded to 

YouTube or Box
feedback provided 

in comments
ensures groups are 
making progress



Project Timeline

Video Viewing
+ Guest Grading

-
students watch 
videos together

and
consultants help 

assess submissions 

Week 15



?
Questions


